Narragansett Chamber of Commerce

News and Views

Is it Not Just a Matter of Semantics

Four area chambers of com-
merce have joined forces to
oppose the name change by
the South Kingstown Cham-
ber of Commertce to the
Southern RI Chamber of
Commerce.

Narragansett, North Kings-
2 town, Greater West-
e erly/Pawcatuck and Charles-
town Chambers have banded
together and formed the
United Chambers of South-
ern Rl in response to the ac-
tion by South Kingstown.

Their name change is a gross
misrepresentation of their
sphere of influence and is
regarded by the United
Chambers as an aggressive
and hostile action. The
move to redefine themselves
is an attempt to represent
their organization as the de-
finitive membership organi-
zation for businesses in
southern RI.

The root of the opposition is
not the fact that they chose
to change their name but
their choice of names. The
result will be confusion on
the part of area businesses
and a disservice to visitors
looking for a complete South
County vacation experience.

South Kingstown is
not THE Southern RI
Chamber of Com-
merce but A Southern
RI Chamber of Com-

merce.

There are four other Cham-
bers of Commerece, all viable,
some with larger member-
ships, that definitely do not
regard the South Kingstown
group as the dominant busi-
ness organization in this part
of the state. What the South
Kingstown Chamber of
Commerce Executive Direc-
tor, Executive Committee
and Board of Directors
failed to anticipate was the
strength and scope of the

opposition they would face
from the community as well
as from the Chatlestown,
North Kingstown, Greater
Westetly/Pawcatuck and
Narragansett Chambers of
Commerce.

The Town Councils in West-
erly, Charlestown and Narra-
gansett have all officially
voiced their opposition to
the name change through
resolutions that have been
passed onto the SK Chamber
Board of Directors.

The South County Independent
has taken a strong editorial
stance in opposition to the
action.

The Narragansett Times pub-
lished an editorial cartoon
(reprinted below) ridiculing
the action by the SK Cham-
ber.

The Westerly Sun took an edi-
torial stance in opposition to
the action almost immedi-
ately after the announce-
ment.
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Narragansett Chamber of Commerce
formed United

Chambers of

Southern Rhode

Island. Charles-

the Greater Westetly/Pawcatuck
Chambers of Commerce have created
the new alliance to promote mutual Ken Rosbottom (above
goals, foster stronger collaborations left) receives the James

is a proud member
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town, North
and create a wider market for member

M Kelso Community

of the newly

00wWe
Kingstown and
businesses to network within.

The United Chambers will be offering
new opportunities for our members
including a European Trip planned

for the spring of 2012.

Service Award presented
by Chamber Board
Member Gene Wills
(center) and Kelso
Award Committee
Chairman Kevin Mulhol-

land (right)

We invite you to visit the website dedi-

cated to the new alliance at
www.unitedchambersti.org

csheppard@my.uri.edu.

* Editorial Cartoonist
Chris Sheppard

Chris Sheppard is a freelance cartoonist from Rhode
Island who creates cartoons on a variety of subjects,
for a variety of mediums. If you need a cartoon or
would like a sample, he can be reached at

Ken Rosbottom (above)
delivers an emotional ac-
ceptance speech.

Dr. Edward Mazze (left)
Distinguished University
Professor of Business
Administration University
of Rhode Island and
Chairman of the Town of
Narragansett Economic
Development Committee
engaged the crowd as the
featured speaker .

name (con’t from page 1)

The law firm of Adler, Pollock and
Sheehan has been retained by the
United Chambers to combat the
name change.

The SK Board Chairman Joe Viele,
responded to a letter sent to the
South Kingstown Chamber Board of
Directors from The United Cham-
bers legal counsel asking their Board
to reconsider the action. Mr. Viele
sent an email response to some

members of each board of the
United Chambers. The response did
not directly address the name change
but proposed a meeting between the
board chair and vice-chair from all
parties involved.

The United Chambers of Southern
RI will consider meeting with
Mr.Viele et al when his Board of Di-
rectors recognizes that by continuing
to use the name “Southern RI Cham-
ber of Commerce” they will continue
to alienate, and have no hope of col-

laborating with, the four other
Chambers of Commerce operating in
this geographic area.

Chamber resoutces of time and
money are now being spent to com-
bat the assault.

The Narragansett Chamber is asking
member businesses to support our
position by donating any amount to
our legal challenge fund. Contact
Executive Director Deborah Kelso

if you would like to contribute.




Page 3

Thank You to our
Annual Dinner Sponsors

Upcoming Chamber Events

November 16 Board of Directors Meeting 4:00 pm
Chamber Office

November 17 Business After Hours

Bay Scape Landscaping and Nursery
933 Boston Neck Road 5:00 - 7:00 pm

December 4 Jingle Bell Run Narragansett Town Beach
North Beach Clubhouse 1:00 pm
December 21 Board of Directors Open House 4 - 6 pm

Chamber Ofiice

The Chamber currently has openings
for any interested members who
would like to volunteer on the Events
and Membership committees.

Contact us for more info

RI General Treasurer Gina Raimondo
Addresses Pension Reform at a
United Chambers of Southern RI Event

Treasurer Raimondo (right)
speaks with guests at the
conclusion of the breakfast
meeting
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General Treasurer Gina Rai-
mondo addressed a crowd of
about 100 attendees at a
breakfast held at the Village
Inn on Friday, October 28.

The United Chambers of
Southern RI plus chamber of
commerce members from
East Greenwich were invited
to hear the particulars of the
proposed pension reform
bill. The Quonset Develop-
ment Corporation sponsored
the event.

Treasurer Raimondo opened
the event with a 20 minute
overview on the pension re-
form proposal that is cur-
rently before the General
Assembly followed by a 30
minutes of questions from
the attendees.

Want to voice your opinion?

The Narragansett Chamber
has added a link on our
home page to email your
State Representative or
Senator with your thoughts
on the pension reform bill.

www.narragansettcoc.com
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FirstPoint

FOUR ENERGY PFROVIDER
9o’

Save up to 20% per month on electric-
ity bills

No enrollment or cancellation fees —
It's FREE to switch!

Zero service disruptions

Simple on-line or telephone sign-up
Our charge is included on your National
Grid bill so you don't need to worry
about paying 2 bills
Www.Firstpointpower.com/Ncc
401-684-1443

Usl!




Narragansett Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 742

36 Ocean Rd

Narragansett Rl 02882

401-783-7121
www.narragansettcoc.com

dkelso@narragansettcoc.com

Marragansett Chamber of Commerce
Member to Member Discount Advertidng Program

As a Narragansett Chamber Member you will receive
2% (FF amy one display ad per month in the Narragansett Times,

For advertising information contact:
Bric Wetherell at 7899744 ext 110
or bwetherell@ricentral.com
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Business After
Hours
Thursday
Nov 17
5:00 - 7:00 pm
BayScape
Landscaping and Nursery
933 Boston Neck Rd
Narragansett

Find inspiration for you
Holiday Décor & Gift Ideas
at this

Dynamic Business and

Network at the same time
complimentary
hors d’oeuvres & beverages
Chamber members & guests $5

Join us on November 17th.
One lucky attendee will win
BayScape Nursery's
design team services
to decorate the exterior of their

front entryway for the holidays!

Includes a 30" custom-decorated wreath; 20" of

mixed roping for your door, railing, or banister;

and a basket if mixed greens for your entryway
or fireside.

(Retail value of $250 includes consultation. To be in-
stalled between Nov. 27-Dec. 3.)



